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University of Colorado at Boulder 

Fall 2023 
Dr. Federiga Bindi 

 
 
Email: federiga.bindi@colorado.edu  

Office hours: by appointment  

 

General Course Description 

mailto:federiga.bindi@colorado.edu


Student Duties: The student is responsible for studying the assigned material and participating in 
the class discussion. The student is responsible for utilizing the opportunities provided to learn. The 
student should be on time, prepared, enthusiastic, and ready to ask questions. 

 
Course Requirements 

Students are required to complete all the assignments on <me. If you cannot make it for any reason, 
please let the professor know beforehand or as soon as possible.  

Students will apply readings and assignments to a research project chosen from topics of interest. Class 
time includes (grade) presentations on the various steps of the research. Students are to complete six 



CLASS SCHEDULE 
 
Week 1: August 28th, August 30th & September 1st: Intro to the class: What it Qualita4ve Research I 
Assignments: 
Morlino, Berg-Schlosser and Badie: Chapter 2: Research Designs and Methods (available on Canvas) 

https://youtu.be/l5e7kVzMIfs?si=CvkraF45b6riWur5
https://youtu.be/hECPeKv5tPM?si=f8x8jVt1oF5VLloM
https://youtu.be/wbdN_sLWl88?si=8gPYWf3rl5LV5SQ3


Week 4: September 18th, September 20th and September 22nd: Compara4ve Analysis I 
Assignments: 
Lijphart: Compara2ve poli2cs and the compara2ve method (available on Canvas) 
Sartori. Concept Misforma2on in Compara2ve Poli2cs (available on Canvas) 
Ragin: Chapter 1: The Distinctiveness of Comparative Social Science (available on Canvas) 
Video: Dr. Patrick Teiner: Compara2ve Poli2cs (2019) - 1: Introduc2on to Compara2ve Poli2cs link: 
hrps://youtu.be/2itlXnURSP4?si=6cOpZNrRkqkvXTly 
 
Week 5: September 25, September 27, and September 30: Compara4ve Analysis II 
Assignments: 
Ragin: Chapter 2: Heterogeneity and Casual Complexity (available on Canvas) 
Ragin: Chapter 3: Case-Oriented Comparative Methods (available on Canvas) 
 
Quiz (10 points) 
 
Week 6: October 2, October 4, October 6: Designing your research: frameworks, ques4ons, problems, 
goals I 
Assignments: 
Merriam and Tisdel: Designing your Study and selecting a sample (available online from the 
library) 
Booth et al, Chapter II: Asking Questions, Finding Answers and Chapter III: Making an Argument. 
(Available on Canvas) 
Discussion on Canvas: Present the project you would like to conduct: what is your topic and your 
tentative research question? Why do you think it is important? (6 points) 
 
Week 7: October 9, October 11, October 13: Designing your research: frameworks, ques4ons, 
problems, goals II 
Assignments: 
Denscombe: Chapter 6: Design (available on Canvas) 
Franco et al.: Chapter 4: Theories, Hypotheses, Variables, and Units (available on Canvas) 
Booth et al: Chapter IV: Writing your argument (available on Canvas) 
Students’ forum: At the light of the comments received on Canvas, students will present 
their revised research proposal proposals in class and receive advice from their peers (20 
points) 
 
  

https://youtu.be/2itlXnURSP4?si=6cOpZNrRkqkvXTly


Week 8: October 16, October 18, October 20: Designing your research: frameworks, ques4ons, 
problems, goals II 
Assignments:  
Fundamentals of Qualita2ve Research Methods: Developing a Qualita2ve Research, link 
hrps://youtu.be/_0HxMpJsm0I?si=ty8Dw2BjOLptufCn 
Students’ forum: At the light of the comments received on Canvas, students will present 
their revised research proposal proposals in class and receive advice from their peers and 
the instructor (20 points) 
 
Week 9: October 23, October 25 and October 27: Collecting Data: Interviews 
Assignments: 
Merriam and Tisdel: Chapter 5: Conducing Effective Interviews (available online from the library) 
Fundamentals of Qualitative Research Methods: Interviews, link 
https://youtu.be/6PhcglOGFg8?si=1r-8-wXScndmTzxO 
Students’ forum: students will present their research methodology, followed by Q&A and 
advice from their peers and the instructor. (20 points) 
 
Week 10 October 30, November 1, November 3: Collec4ng Data: Being a Careful Observer 
Assignments:  

'

Being a Careful Observer (available online from the library) 
Students’ forum: students will present their research methodology, followed by Q&A and 
advice from their peers and the instructor. (20 points) 
 
Week 11: November 6, November 8 and November 10: Collec4ng and Opera4onalizing Data 
Assignments: 
Franco et al.: Chapter 5: Conceptualiza2on, Opera2onaliza2on, Measurement (available on 
Canvas) 
Merrirm and Tisdel: Chapter 7: Mining Data from Documents and Artifacts (available online from 
the library) 
Students’ forum: students will present how the intend to collect data / collected data, 
followed by Q&A and advice from their peers and the instructor. (20 points) 
 
Week 12: 

https://youtu.be/_0HxMpJsm0I?si=ty8Dw2BjOLptufCn
https://youtu.be/6PhcglOGFg8?si=1r-8-wXScndmTzxO
https://youtu.be/opp5tH4uD-w?si=CHwbJW_vVrpkJK-q
https://youtu.be/opp5tH4uD-w?si=CHwbJW_vVrpkJK-q


Students’ forum: students will present how the intend to collect data / collected data, 
followed by Q&A and advice from their peers and the instructor. (20 points) 
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Week 13: November 27, November 29, December 1: Tes4ng your Research 
Assignments: 
Merriam and Tisdel: Chapter 9: Dealing with Validity, Reliability and Ethics (available online from the 
library) 
Fundamentals of Qualita2ve Research Methods: Scien2fic Rigor, link 
hrps://youtu.be/7m0LVHK8a94?si=RatCQ_oem7alOFRo 
Students’ forum: students will evaluate their research at the light of a number on criteria explained 
in Canvas, followed by Q&A and advice from their peers and the instructor. (20 points) 
 
Week 14: December 4, December 6, and December 8: Wri4ng your Research 
Assignments: 
Merriam and Tisdel: Chapter 10: Wri2ng Up Qualita2ve Research (available online from the library) 
Denscombe: Chapter 12: Proof (available on Canvas) 
Research Ethics in Practice” (https://youtu.be/0GbgTWRdUd4?si=msamjQWasqpMmozL).  
Students’ forum: students will evaluate their research at the light of a number on criteria explai fie o obOO 5P ffi@ @ @ ffi@ ffiypbc fie o obOO 5P ffi@ @ @ ffi@ ffiypbc fie fie c fie o f fie o obOO ffib f:e .0 fBiffib f:e .0 ee .c  fi” @boO @ 4bf @ @ ffi@ ffiyp .c@boO @ @ Ue u  h@cbpo Ps@ ooffi .phO 5L n55h c 5V 0 fine .u f Ce .u fae W 5z
x5 ) ” @boOpou@y @ @ @boO .ie oousc h@cbpo PL B5 @b@@ffip 5P ffi@ @ @ ffi@ uopbffiypy .phO
5L n55h c 5V 0 fnve c fae c fse o f,e O f e u ffe u fole u fle u fowe .o
fee c fd e u fbye c@ ffi@ u fQe .c@ &e .c@ A 

and advice from their peers 

https://youtu.be/7m0LVHK8a94?si=RatCQ_oem7alOFRo
https://youtu.be/0GbgTWRdUd4?si=msamjQWasqpMmozL
/sccr/honor-code
/sccr/honor-code


more than one course without permission from all course instructors involved, and aiding academic 
dishonesty.  

All incidents of academic misconduct will be reported to Student Conduct & Conflict Resolu<on: 
honor@colorado.edu, 303-492-5550. Students found responsible for viola<ng the Honor Code will be 
assigned resolu<on outcomes from the Student Conduct & Conflict Resolu<on as well as be subject to 
academic sanc<ons from the faculty member. Visit Honor Code for more informa<on on the academic 
integrity policy.  

 

Substan4ve Changes to Syllabus  

This syllabus is a guide. Circumstances may alter the reading and/or test schedules. You are required to 
check Canvas and your email at least once a week. All deadlines, requirements, and course structure is 
subject to change if deemed necessary by the instructor. Students will be no<fied verbally in class, on 
Canvas or via email of these changes. 

 

Classroom Behavior 

Students and faculty are responsible for maintaining an appropriate learning environment in all 
instruc<onal seBngs, whether in person, remote, or online. Failure to adhere to such behavioral 

mailto:honor@colorado.edu
/sccr/honor-code
/sccr/honor-code
/sccr/honor-code
http://www.colorado.edu/policies/student-classroom-and-course-related-behavior
/sccr/student-conduct
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/disabilityservices/
mailto:dsinfo@colorado.edu
http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices/students/temporary-medical-conditions
http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices/students/temporary-medical-conditions
/oiec/policies/discrimination-harassment-policy/protected-class-definitions
mailto:cureport@colorado.edu
/oiec/reporting-resolutions/making-report
/oiec/reporting-resolutions/making-report
http://www.colorado.edu/institutionalequity/
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/dontignoreit/
http://www.colorado.edu/policies/observance-religious-holidays-and-absences-classes-andor-exams


Mental Health and Wellness 

The University of Colorado Boulder is commired to the well-being of all students. If you are struggling 
with personal stressors, mental health or substance use concerns that are impac<ng academic or daily 
life, please contact Counseling and Psychiatric Services (CAPS) located in C4C or call (303) 492-2277, 
24/7.  Free and unlimited telehealth is also available through Academic Live Care. The Academic Live Care 
site also provides informa<on about addi<onal wellness services on campus that are available to 
students. 
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